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Job Title: Curator of Education

Founded in 2016, Philadelphia Contemporary is a globally oriented and locally focused
interdisciplinary contemporary arts organization that engages audiences that reflect the
diversity of the City of Philadelphia through co-creating, original programming, dynamic
partnerships, and collaborations. Philadelphia Contemporary currently produces several
interdisciplinary art projects throughout Philadelphia each year and is in discussions to
establish a permanent base in the city.

Philadelphia Contemporary is cultivating long-term, trust-rich, equitable community
partnerships throughout the city by sharing our resources and connections through art to
support neighborhood needs and establish long-term educational programs. In Spring
2021, Philadelphia Contemporary, partnering with Mantua Civic Association and its
Education Advisory Committee, is piloting two educational programs supporting
community initiatives in West Philadelphia. The first program, a middle school Youth
Ambassador initiative centered in a community urban park, will provide a multifaceted
approach of integrating the arts and environmental justice. To offset redevelopment costs
of a beloved community playground and recreation center, for the second program,
Philadelphia Contemporary will engage a world-renowned artist to create a basketball
court design to help sustain a youth basketball league.

Reimagining the museum in the 21st century, Philadelphia Contemporary seeks a Curator
of Education who is committed to and excited about building a new vision of what
museum arts initiatives can be, in collaboration with their curatorial peers and citywide
partners, to create innovative educational solutions to community specific needs.

Job Description

Embedded within Philadelphia Contemporary’s Curatorial Team and reporting to the
Co-Directors of Curatorial Programs, the Curator of Education (CoE) is a strategic
thought-partner who is self-directed and comfortable working with artists and community
partners. The CoE will steward a collaborative vision for Philadelphia Contemporary’s
educational programs that are community-minded and driven by social impact.
Responsible for creating, implementing, and executing successful multiyear educational
initiatives, both in-person and virtually, the CoE will develop multiple strategies to
cultivate and steward meaningful community engagement to allow for mission-aligned
growth. This CoE will be an equal with their curatorial peers, creatively engaging with
artists and committed to producing strategically designed community education programs
primarily focused on youth programs for under 18 year olds.
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The CoE will provide leadership and direction in the effective development and execution
of all educational strategies. The CoE will be responsible for stewarding our continued
relationship with the Mantua Civic Association and scaling existing educational programs in
West Philadelphia and with new partners Urban Creators and Free Spirit Cloud Co. in
North Central Philadelphia.

Additionally, the CoE will create, develop, and implement educational initiatives around
Philadelphia Contemporary’s Water Marks, a five-year public art program of rotating
installations at a variety of sites along 4 miles of the Delaware Waterfront, presented in
partnership with the Delaware River Waterfront Corporation.

Philadelphia Contemporary is reimagining the role of a museum in the 21st century. The
inaugural CoE will be a critical thought partner in achieving this goal and developing and
expanding innovative, community-focused educational initiatives. The CoE will have the
opportunity for career development and growth in this role and will be a leader in
conceptualizing and establishing a team of arts educators, co-creators, and collaborators.

Responsibilities

● Provide leadership creating, developing, and establishing Philadelphia
Contemporary’s educational initiatives priorities.

● Collaborate within the curatorial team and community advisory committee to
develop the strategic planning, implementation, and execution of multiyear
educational initiatives.

● Working closely with the development team, play an active role identifying possible
funding sources, and in preparing, writing, and reporting grants and funding
solicitations.

● Collaborate with the communications and marketing team to develop and
implement educational initiatives strategy for social media and marketing.

● Responsible for stewarding and growing existing community partnerships with
Mantua Civic Association, Urban Creators, and Free Spirit Cloud Co.

● Responsible for cultivating and stewarding citywide partners to maximize
educational initiatives to successfully meet goals.

● Conceptualize, develop, and implement an education team.

● Collaborate within the curatorial team to develop program related educational
didactics.
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● Implement and manage in-person educational initiatives and the technical directing
of all virtual educational programs.

● Recruit, hire, and supervise instructors/teaching artists for educational programs,
workshops, and events.

● Supervise instructors/teaching artists in preparing curricula and materials for
educational programs.

● Serve as teaching instructor/artist and prepare curricula and materials for
educational programs as needed.

● Create, develop, and implement instructors/teaching artists training programs.

● Track educational programs attendance, participation, program evaluation, and
data analysis.

● Manage educational initiatives budget.

● Maintain supplies inventory.

Qualifications & Skills

● Bachelor’s degree or equivalent and a minimum of 5-10 years of relevant
experience

● Experience in arts teaching and developing community-based educational programs
● Experience working with professional artists
● Confidence working with students of all ages and ability to command attention of

varying sized groups of students
● Passionate interest and experience in the arts and education with an

entrepreneurial mindset
● Collaborative and committed team player willing to contribute to a positive culture

and be flexible and adaptive to change
● Superior project management skills with the ability for high-level strategizing and

logistical implementation
● Excellent interpersonal skills with the ability to motivate others
● Self-directed with the ability to prioritize and execute multiple responsibilities on an

ongoing basis
● Strong writing skills
● Excellent budget, data, and program evaluation analytical skills

Job Specifications

● Full-time position, 40-hours per week



06/10/2021

● Flexible working hours
● Based in Philadelphia, PA, working remotely initially
● Immediate start date

Compensation

Our investment in staff includes a competitive salary of up to $60,000; health, dental, and
vision insurance; paid holiday time-off and a generous unlimited vacation and sick policy.

Philadelphia Contemporary is an equal opportunity employer. We embrace the full
spectrum of humanity and the intersectional nature of our existence and imaginative
energies. We embody diversity in our staff, board, the artists and partners we work with,
and the audiences we attract.

All applicants will be considered for employment without attention to race, color, religion,
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, veteran or disability status.

Application Procedure

Interested applicants are asked to please email as a single PDF:
● Cover Letter
● Resume

Please email with the subject line “Your Name: Curator of Education" to
jobs@philadelphiacontemporary.org

Only those whose applications are being considered will be contacted. Position open until
filled. Incomplete applications will not be considered.

mailto:jobs@philadelphiacontemporary.org

